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of the Indian iron-masters for one thousand years at the rate
of 11 million tons of pig-iron annually.

Besides the reserves in the Iron Belt, there occur several
other important hematite deposits of good quality, though these
are not at present utilised to any large extent due to the difficulty
of obtaining fuel at a reasonable cost. The Lohara deposits of
Central Provinces contain at least 100 million tons of reserves
with a composition of 61 to 67 per cent Fe., the Rajara hills of
Central Provinces 10 million tons with a composition of 66
per cent Fe., while the Bababudan hills of Mysore contain 25 to
60 million tons with a composition of 42 to 64-5 per cent Fe.,
and the Ramgarh and Dechauri deposits of Kumaon an un-
known quantity with a composition of 39 to 60 per cent Fe.
Taking all these areas together, we may put the hematite
reserves of India approximately at some 3,000 million tons.1

Again, in so far as the iron content of the ore is concerned, it
appears that the Indian ore compares favourably with that used /
in the great iron- and steel-producing countries of the world4
Thus, while the percentage of iron content in the Indiaii
hematite ores may be taken to be 55 to 70, that of British ore^s
is 30 to 35, French ores 40, Belgian ores 35, German ores
40, U.S.A. ores 50 to 60, Swedish ores 60 to 70, and Spanijsh
ores 50 to 60.*                                                                  \

On the other hand, we have to observe that there is at lefast
one important respect where the composition of the Indian j/ron
ore tends to the disadvantage of the iron and steel manufacturers
of the country. While, due to the low percentage of lime iiji the
composition of the Indian ore, large quantities of limestones
have to be used as flux in the blasf furnaces, some of the? ores
in Great Britain as well as on the Continent contain a;large
percentage of lime, and are therefore self-fluxing.

1  Dr. C. S. Fox's Report on the Mineral Resources of India for a Domestic
Steel Industry (vide Report of the Tariff Board regarding the grant of pro-
tection to the Steel Industry (1924), pp. 89-94.                            f
2  The Engineering and Mining Journal (New York), July 17, 1936, quoted
by the Balfour Committee on Industry and Trade, Survey of Metal ^industries,
p. 124.                                                                                       ;;